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political effects of discoveries and inventions made since
my generation was young. But there are also funda-
mental problems of thought and conduct that go on from
age to age. You, who are now learners and may soon
be leaders, will find, each for himself, that the new
knowledge goes but a little way towards settling the old
questions. Each of you must still grope, just as we did,
after his own philosophy of life, and still strive, how-
ever imperfectly, to live up to what he recognizes to be
best.

When we read this Psalm we are struck with its liter-
ary quality. It is an example, one of many in that
precious heritage the Authorized Version, of lofty thought
set in the most fitting words. The phrases of the Bible
are woven into the fabric of our speech as closely as its
ethic is woven into our lives. In any language the
Bible must be beautiful, but our translation has a beauty
that is all its own. It is a commonplace to say this, but
do you sufficiently value the English Bible as an incom-
parable piece of literature ? Here, I venture to think, we
of an older generation had an advantage which some
of you may not have shared. We were brought up on
the Bible : its stories, its people, its parables were house-
hold words. Some of the notions which the child im-
bibed were inevitably modified in later life, but I for
one will never cease to be grateful to those who gave me
an early intimacy with this matchless book. It should
be read as you would read any other classic, with intention
to discover all its meaning. In such reading you have
one advantage which the young men of my period did
not have. Thanks to recent critical researches, you
have abundant help towards a better comprehension.
The results of modern scholarship have been put into
forms which make them available to people who are not
necessarily scholars themselves* I believe you will find
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